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Dear Parents, Staff, and Community Members,
 
I am very excited to be starting my third year as Superintendent of the Bremerton 
School District.  As we continue to grow in our enrollment and evaluate programs, 
we will have some tough decisions to make in the next couple of years.  
 
To accommodate the growth in our district at the same time the state is grappling 
with reducing class sizes, we will be looking for ways to increase available 
classroom space.  To begin that process, we relocated our K-5 Montessori program 
to Kitsap Lake and the 4th/5th grade Spanish Immersion program to West Hills, the 
sister school of Naval Avenue Early Learning Center.  These changes will help us to 
accommodate the need for growth in Bremerton.  I will continue to gather input from 
all stakeholders as we proceed with these discussions.
 
This edition of The Notebook will provide you more information about the start of a 
new school year, updates about progress with Capital Projects included in the 2012 
Capital Projects Levy, a slight change in our early release Wednesday schedule, and 
much more!!!
 
We have planned an intensive two-day West Sound Summer Institute for our 
certificated staff at Bremerton High School in mid-August and anticipate more than 
600 participants based on current registration!
 
We continue to look for ways to improve our communications with you.  If you 
have questions about our district or ideas that you want to share with us about this 
publication or in general, please contact our Communications department at 360-
473-1014.
 
Thank you for choosing to be in the Bremerton School District.

                                                     Dr. Aaron Leavell, Superintendent

Follow Us on Twitter and Face-

Bremerton School District - 134 Marion Ave N - Bremerton, WA 

NON-DISCRIMINATION DISCLOSURE: The Bremerton School District complies with all federal and state rules and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national 
origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, sexual orientation including gender expression or identity, the presence of any sensory, mental, or physical disability, or the use of a trained dog guide 
or service animal by a person with a disability in its programs and activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.  This holds true for all students who are interested in 
participation in educational programs and/or extra-curricular school activities. Inquiries regarding compliance and/or grievance procedures may be directed to the District’s Title IX/RCW 28A.640 Officer and ADA 
Coordinator, Garth Steedman, at 360.473.1031, email garth.steedman@bremertonschools.org or the Section 504 Coordinator, Mike Sellers, at 360.473.4100, email michael.sellers@bremertonschools.org.  Mailing 
address:  134 Marion Avenue North, Bremerton, WA  98312. 

The Bremerton School District will take steps to assure that national origin persons who lack English language skills can participate in all education programs, services and activities.  For information regarding 
translation services or transitional bilingual education programs, contact Patty Glaser at 360.473.1014. 

Please contact us at 360.473.1014 for this publication in alternative formats. 

  
The Senior Tax Exchange Program (S.T.E.P.) offers eligible senior citizens 
the opportunity to earn tax credits and volunteer to do something good for the 
community. The monies earned are applied toward the school portion (Levy 
and Bond) of property taxes. For more information contact Joyce Cowdery, 
District Volunteer Coordinator, at joyce.cowdery@bremertonschools.org or call 
360.620.7291.

It’s easy! Interested volunteers can now apply online  
at www.bremertonschools.org/volunteer. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26th
5:00 - 8:00 PM

Mountain View Middle School
2400 Perry Avenue

Fun for the whole family! Open to all families 
in the Bremerton School District in preschool 
through 12th grade.

• Free school supplies to families in need
• 5K Fun Run
• Hands-on STEM Activities
• Food Drive for Bremerton Backpack Brigade
• Community Partners Information Booths

. . . And More!

Aug 26, 2015 - Back-to-School Fair & Fun Run held at Mountain View Middle School  
Sept 1, 2015 - Before School Immunization Clinic held at Mountain View Middle School
March 24, 2016 - Math Blast! Open to all families. Held at Armin Jahr Elementary
May 14, 2016 - 2nd Annual Be Bremerton 
Graduation Dates 2015-16:
       - Renaissance High School - Thursday, June 2, 2016
       - Bremerton High School - Friday, June 10, 2016
       - Washington Youth Academy - Saturday, December 19, 2015, and Saturday, June 18, 2016

In April 24, 2014, non-renewal required the State to return to determining Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) for school districts that was developed under the ESEA/No Child Left Behind (NCLB) 
Act of 2001. Under the previous model, Bremerton School District had a number of schools that achieved state and national recognition for excellence in education.   With the reinstatement of the 
Waiver, districts and schools that do not meet AYP are labeled with the same determination to be in various steps of the improvement process. Bremerton is not unique in this situation and in fact 
all our surrounding districts and the majority of schools and districts, if not all in our state, are in the same “boat.” ESEA/NCLB requires OSPI to inform the community and parents/guardians of 
students about district performance. 

The District has adopted a new K-5 curriculum, Reading Wonders, that provides teachers, families and students with the instructional materials and extended practice and support they require 
to strengthen their reading and writing achievement.  In addition, we have a new  Pre-K through 8th grade pilot math curriculum, Eureka Math. We have also added more supports within the 
day and before/after school for students that are struggling and have increased the use and accessibility of technology for staff and students.

You can find specific AYP data on our district and other local school districts, and how this decision is made at the state report card at www.k12.wa.us. Our district and individual school plans on 
how we will increase achievement is located on the Bremerton School District web site at www.bremertonschools.org. If you do not have access to the Internet, please contact Linda Sullivan-
Dudzic, Director of Special Programs at 360.473.1061. 

 
 

Beginning in the fall, Wednesday early release 
times will be extended by 10 minutes.  Parents 
can visit our website at www.bremertonschools.
org/schoolhours to see the complete schedule or 
print a copy.  Hard copies are also available at our 
schools.

First Day of School - Wed, Sept 2, 2015
Students on Early Release Schedule

First Day of Kindergarten - Mon, Sept 7, 2015



Kimberly joins the Bremerton School District from Bakersfield, CA where she was 
the Director of Support Services in the Greenfield Union School District.  She has an 
extensive background in special education, supervision of certificated and classified 
staff, budget development and monitoring, 504, and McKinney-Vento.  Her background 
includes holding positions of Program Specialist, School Readiness Coordinator, and 
Infant Specialist.

 

Ms. Watkins received her Masters of Education in Business and Marketing Education 
as well as her Bachelor of Science in Business Education from Central Washington 
University. Shani comes to us from the Seattle Skills Center where she was the Principal 
since August 2013.  Prior to joining the Seattle School District, she was the Assistant 
Director for CTE in the Tacoma School District where she also held the position of 
Instructional Facilitator.

 
A full-  or  part-time online alternative program is available for students in grades 9-12.  Students have access to 
a wide variety of courses, including both core curriculum and electives.  Classes can be taken after school in 
a la b  setting as an add-on to the regular day, or can replace a student’s on-campus classes as an Alternative 
Learning opportunity.  For more information, please make an appointment with your counselor at Bremerton 
High School.

Back-to-school events give students and 
parents a chance to meet teachers, drop off 
school supplies, and ask questions for the 
new school year.  Check our district website 
for the time and event for your school.

Are you looking for something to do with your preschooler?  Join us for a free morning of preschool learning!  Stay 
with your child and interact together in a preschool classroom.  This program is open to residents in the Bremerton 
School District.  Parents, grandparents, and guardians are all welcome to attend.
Find out what makes a difference in school readiness, and make connections with other families.  Free tools (toys!) 
to take home and play with your child!  For more information call 360.473.1061.

The Bremerton School District was named a “District of Distinction” by District Administration Magazine 
July 2015 under the category of “Efficiency and Operations of the District, Reducing Costs.”  The District focus 
to utilize and partner with community preschools to reach more students with better curriculum helped to reduce 
the number of students requiring intensive or strategic interventions by the time they reached third grade.  This 
article highlights our continued and ongoing commitment to building community partnerships with early childhood 
providers so students are prepared as early as possible to participate in their own learning.  You can access the 
article from the bremertonschools.org website.

Parents can find our school supply lists for 
grades K-8 on our website as well as at local area 
merchants. Donations of school supplies are also 
being accepted at the District Office at 134 Marion 
Ave N. The most requested items include #2 
pencils, composition noteboooks, and dry erase 
markers.

  
The Bremerton Schools & Alumni Association is an all-volunteer, non-profit organization committed to offering 
scholarships and educator grants, as well as other programs and services to assist Bremerton School District 
students and staff. Over the last year, the Association has provided $12,000 in student scholarships, $5,000 in 
teacher grants, and $1,200 for new teachers to help set up their classrooms.  Additionally, the Association is 
helping to support the transportation costs for our 3rd grade swim program so all 3rd grade students can receive 
lessons at the YMCA in the spring. The Association is continuing to partner with the Bremerton Rotary for the 
kindergarten reading program.  For additional information about how you can help support Bremerton students 
through the Bremerton Schools & Alumni Association, visit their website at www.foundation.bremertonschools.org.

 
Denise began in the Bremerton School District in 2005 after 20 years in retail 
management. She graduated from the WWU Human Resources Educational Leadership 
Program (HELP) in July 2014 and completed a Bachelors in Theology. Before becoming 
the Human Resources Supervisor, Denise served as the Certificated Specialist.

Construction on the addition to West Hills STEM Academy began immediately after school ended and is projected 
to receive students, barring any delays, in March 2016.  We have also increased classroom space at Crownhill, 
Kitsap Lake and Armin Jahr by relocating and purchasing portables.  These additions will provide much needed 
relief to the growth we are experiencing in Bremerton as well as class size reductions mandated by the state over 
the next few years.  Our facilities crews are busy with repairs and moves as well as completing the remaining 
upgrades on the fire systems in our schools.

Lynn joined the Bremerton School District in January 2015.  She most recently held the 
position of Food Services Director for the North Mason School District.  Lynn has been 
the Head Cook and Head Server at the elementary and middle level, and has lived in 
Kitsap County as well as Mason County for many years.

Andrea joined the District for the 2012-13 school year.  Prior to coming to Bremerton, 
she was a teacher in South Carolina from 2010 to 2012, and completed her 
administrative internship at the West Hills STEM Academy this year.  

 

We continue to accept registrations for the 
2015-16 school year.  Parents can register 
their students for grades K-12 by visiting 
their local school.  Online registration is 
also available on our district website at 
www.bremertonschools.org.  

In accordance with the McKinney-Vento Act, Bremerton School District provides homeless children access to 
educational services and opportunities to enroll in, attend, and be successful in school. Your family may be eligible 
for assistance under this federal program. For more information contact our Homeless Liaison Linda Sullivan-
Dudzic at 360.473.1061.

The school bus schedules for the 2015-16 school 
year are now available. All routes have been 
posted on our district website and copies of the 
route schedules will be available in schools or 
at the District Office at 134 Marion Avenue N. 
You can also request a copy by contacting the 
Communications Office at 360.473.1014.

August is National Immunization Month. All students are required to have up-to-date immunizations before they 
can be officially enrolled in school.  A Shot Clinic will be available to ALL families on Tuesday, September 
1, 2015, at Mountain View Middle School from 3:00 to 6:00 pm.

Starting this fall, Spanish Immersion students in grades 4-5 will move to West Hills STEM Academy while students 
in grades K-3 will remain at the Naval Avenue Early Learning Center. Additionally, our Montessori students in 
grades K-5 will move to Kitsap Lake Elementary School. 

 
Bremerton School District is adopting Google Apps for Education starting this fall.  Students and staff will have 
accounts allowing for documents, presentations, and projects to be securely stored online and accessible from 
home, school, and anywhere there is an internet connection.  Students will have access to Google Calendar, 
Google Drive, and Google Sites.  Students will also have training on how to use Google Apps for Education.  
Please note that students will NOT have a working email address even though their usernames may resemble an 
email address.  More information about Google Apps for Education will be coming out in the fall. 

 
Friday, September 18th, 3:30-6:00 pm 
Naval Avenue Early Learning Center 
All Bremerton School District families are invited to attend this event.  Come enjoy:
• Shopping for fresh produce from local farmers
• Families can use EBT cards and WIC checks to purchase fresh produce at the market
• Free food samples
• Balloon animals, face painting, games, hands-on activities, moustache stickers, and much, much more!

Mountain View Middle School was named as one of six schools in the nation as a National Demonstration 
Site because of their dedication and successful use of SpringBoard®, the College Board’s comprehensive 
instructional program in English Language Arts and Math for students in grades 6-12.  The National Demonstration 
Schools were chosen based on a variety of factors, including classroom walkthroughs, student and staff interviews, 
and a portfolio review by the SpringBoard National Demonstration School site selection team.  We are honored to 
be chosen as a demonstration site!Hundreds of students and families participated in our 

Be Bremerton and Walk for Lupus Community Event - 
giving back to the community that supports them.


